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SUBJECT: MIG 25 

SUMMARY. WITH THE WORKING OUT OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR C-5 
MIG AIRLIFT. PUBLIC ATTENTION, RATHER THAN RECEDING, HAS 
CONTINUED TO BUILD. SOVIET AMBASSADOR POLYANSKY MADE 
ANOTHER PUBLICIZED PROTEST TO FONMIN. MEDIA IS FEATURING 
PREPARATION FOR PLANNED SEPTEMBER 24 AIRLIFT AND 
IS BUILDING THEME THAT JAPAN CAUGHT BETWEEN US AND 
SOVIET PRESSURE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOVIETS KEEP PRESSURE ON. ACCORDING TO FIRST EAST 
EUROPEAN DEP DIVDIR AOKI. SOVIET AMBASSADOR POLYANSKY 
CALLED ON DEP FONMIN ARITA SEPTEMBER 22 TO DELIVER 
SECOND STRONGLY WORDED SOVIET PROTEST ON MIG-25. 

SOVIET GOVERNMENT STATEMENT DESCRIBED AS "GROUNDLESS" 
CLAIM SET FORTH IN JAPANESE STATEMENT OF 
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SEPTEMBER 20 (TOKYO 14178) THAT GOJ HAD RIGHT 
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TO TAKE MEASURES WITH MIG-25 ON ITS OWN INITIATIVE. CHARGING THAT 
JAPAN WAS UNDER INFLUENCE OF A THIRD POWER, POLYANSKY 
SAID PLANE WAS SOVIET NATIONAL PROPERTY AND SHOULD BE 
RETURNED IMMEDIATELY. POLYANSKY AGAIN CRITICIZED JAPANESE 
HANDLING OF THE PILOT BELENKO, CHARGING THAT HE WAS 
DRUGGED AND FORCED TO GO TO UNITED STATES, AND THAT 
AN AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HAD PARTICIPATED IN HIS 
DEPARTURE FROM JAPAN. POLYANSKY SAID GOJ WAS ENTIRELY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE ILLEGAL ACTS. ITS UNFRIENDLY 
ATTITUDE COULD NOT BUT HAVE CONSEQUENCES FOR FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS OF SOVIET- JAPANESE RELATIONS. 

2. IN REPLY, ARITA AFFIRMED THAT 

BELENKO WENT TO UNITED STATES OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, 

AND THAT JAPAN WOULD NEVER USE NARCOTICS ON ANYONE IN 
SUCH A CASE. HE STUCK TO JAPANESE POSITION ON 
HANDLING OF MIG-25 AND REJECTED SOVIET CHARGE THAT 
JAPAN WAS INFLUENCED BY THIRD POWER IN ITS HANDLING OF 
INCIDENT. 

3. AOKI SAID MEETING NOT AS TENSE OR STORMY AS FIRST 
CONFRONTATION SEPTEMBER 9. HOWEVER, WHILE NEITHER MAN 
RAISED VOICE, ATMOSPHERE OF CONVERSATION COULD HARDLY 
BE CALLED CORDIAL. LATER IN DAY AT FONOFF RECEPTION FOR 
NEW FONMIN KOSAKA, POLYANSKY REFERRED TO MIG-25 INCIDENT 
AS "EPISODE", SUGGESTING, AOKI IMPLIED, THAT DEFECTION 
WOULD ONLY HAVE TEMPORARY EFFECT ON SOVIET- JAPANESE 
RELATIONS. 

4. JUST WHAT CONCRETE FORM SOVIET PIQUE MIGHT TAKE IS 
STILL OPEN TO QUESTION. AOKI, HOWEVER, INVITED EMBOFF'S 
ATTENTION TO PRESS SPECULATION THAT SOVIETS PLAN TO CAN- 
CEL VISITS TO JAPAN OF FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER PATOLICHEV 
(SCHEDULED FOR LATE OCTOBER TO RENEW TRADE AGREEMENT) 

AND FISH/INDUSTRY MINISTER ISHKOV (SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 
TO WORK OUT ARRANGEMENTS TO CUT SOVIET HARASSMENT OF 
JAPANESE FISHERMEN). AOKI SAID GOJ HAD NO OFFICIAL WORD 

TO CONFIRM THIS SPECULATION BUT SAID HE WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRISED IF REPORTS TURNED OUT TO BE TRUE. 
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5. IN MEANTIME, MEDIA IS CARRYING BLOW BY-BLOW ACCOUNTS 

OF PREPARATIONS TO REMOVE MIG-25 AIRCRAFT FROM HAKODATE TO 
HYAKURI. MEDIA HAS GIVEN FULL COVERAGE TO COMINGS AND 
GOINGS OF US AND JAPANESE PERSONNEL AT HAKODATE AND OF 
TASS REPORTS ON INCIDENT. MAJOR MEDIA SUBTHEME IS 
REPORTED DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FONOFF AND JDA OVER MIG 
EXAMINATION, WITH JDA PRESSING FOR LENGTHY COMPLETE 
INVESTIGATION AND FONOFF REPORTEDLY ARGUING FOR RAPID 
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COMPLETION TO PERMIT EARLY RETURN TO SOVIETS. SOHYO 
AND ISP ON SEPTEMBER 20 AND 21 DEMANDED THAT GOI 
RETURN MIG TO USSR. IAPANESE DILEMMA OF RESPONDING 
TO CONFLICTING PRESSURES FROM US AND SOVIETS IS 
EMERGING AS VARIATION ON THIS THEME. 

6. SEPTEMBER 23 PRESS REPORTS THAT FONMIN KOSAKA 
EXPECTS TO DISCUSS MIG QUESTION DURING MEETING 
WITH SOVIET FONMIN GROMYKO IN NEW YORK, IN 
ADDITION TO QUESTIONS OF GRAVES VISITS IN 
NORTHERN TERRITORIES AND SAFE FISHING. AND 

PRIM MINISTER MIKI IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID IN 
SPEECH TO FOREIGN POLICY RESEARCH GROUP SEPTEMBER 22 
THAT HE HOPED TO HANDLE MIG QUESTION CAREFULLY 
AND THAT IT WOULD NOT HARM THE BASIS OF JAPAN-SOVIET 
RELATIONS. 

7. MEANWHILE. ARRANGEMENTS ARE PROCEEDING 
SMOOTHLY FOR AIRLIFT OF MIG FROM HAKODATE TO 
HYAKURI DURING NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 24. AS NOTED 
COMUSJAPAN MIG REPORTS, USFJ AND JSDF HAVE 
ESTABLISHED SMOOTH AND EFFECTIVE RELATIONS 
THROUGHOUT OPERATION TO DATE. 

HODGSON 
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